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Extract  from  the  minutes. 

“ Resolved,  That  a committee  be  appointed  for  the  purpose  of  remodelling  the 
constitution  of  this  society : Whereupon  Henry  S.  Tanner,  Sami.  Snelling,  Junr. 
and  John  Frost  were  appointed  on  said  committee.”  And  at  a subsequent  meet- 
ing  of  the  society,  it  was  further  “ Resolved , That  the  same  committee  be  re- 
quested to  cause  five  hundred  copies  of  the  constitution,  as  amended,  to  be  printed, 
together  with  the  bye-laws  of  the  society.” 

In  obedience  to  the  foregoing  resolutions,  we  beg  leave  to  state,  that  the  duty 
assigned  us  by  these  resolutions,  has  been  performed ; and  that  the  printed 
Constitution  and  Bye-laws  of  the  society,  are  now  ready  for  distribution. 

Henry  S.  Tanner, 

Same.  Snelling,  Junr. 

John  Frost, 


Philadelphia,  March  1st,  1834. 


Committee. 


Whereas  a number  of  persons,  citizens  of  the  Common- 
wealth of  Pennsylvania,  have  associated  for  a literary  purpose, 
and  are  desirous  to  acquire  and  enjoy  the  powers  and  immu- 
nities of  a corporation  or  body-politic,  in  law ; they  have 
therefore  prepared  this  instrument  in  writing,  therein  specify- 
ing the  objects,  articles,  conditions,  and  name,  style,  or  title 
under  which  they  have  associated. 

First.  The  said  society  shall  be  forever  hereafter  called  and 
known  by  the  name,  style  or  title  of  The  Geological  Society 
of  Pennsylvania. 

Secondly.  The  object  of  the  said  society  is  declared  to  be 
to  encourage  and  cultivate  Geology  and  its  associate  sci- 
ences. 

Thirdly.  The  officers  of  the  society  shall  consist  of  one 
President,  two  Vice-Presidents,  and  as  many  more  as  the  so- 
ciety shall,  from  time  to  time,  deem  necessary ; one  Treasurer, 
one  Recording  Secretary,  one  Corresponding  Secretary,  and 
such  other  officers  as  shall  be  provided  for  in  the  bye-laws. 
The  officers  shall  be  elected  by  ballot,  on  the  last  Wednesday 
of  January  in  every  year  ; provided  always,  that  if  any  elec- 
tion shall  not  take  place  on  that  day,  all  the  officers  of  the 
preceding  year  shall  remain  in  office  until  a re-election  shall 
take  place,  pursuant  to  the  bye-laws. 

The  present  officers  are  as  follows  : 
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John  B.  Gibson, 

Nicholas  Biddle,  } 
Stephen  II.  Long  $ 

Peter  A.  Browne, 

II.  Morrow, 

Henry  S.  Tanner, 

Sears  C.  Walker, 

Geo.  W.  Featherstonhaugh 
Henry  S.  Tanner, 

Richard  Harlan, 


President. 

Vice-Presidents. 

Corresponding  Secretary. 
Recording  Secretary. 
Treasurer. 

Librarian. 

| Curators. 


Fourthly.  The  society  shall  have  full  power  and  authority 
to  make,  have,  and  use,  one  common  seal,  with  such  device 
and  inscription  as  shall  be  hereafter  provided  by  the  bye- 
laws ; shall  be  able  and  capable  in  law  to  sue  and  be  sued, 
plead  and  be  impleaded,  in  as  full  and  effectual  a manner  as 
any  other  corporation  within  this  Commonwealth  may  or  can 
do ; shall  be  empowered  to  make  bye-laws,  rules  and  ordi- 
nances, and  to  do  every  thing  needful  for  the  good  govern- 
ment and  support  of  the  affairs  of  the  said  society : provided, 
that  the  same  bye-laws,  rules  and  ordinances  respectively,  be 
not  repugnant  to  the  Constitution  and  Laws  of  the  United 
States,  the  Constitution  and  Laws  of  this  Commonwealth, 
and  this  Instrument. 


Fifthly.  The  society  shall  be  capable  to  take,  receive  and 
hold,  all,  and  all  manner  of  lands,  tenements,  rents,  annuities, 
franchises  and  hereditaments,  and  any  sum  or  sums  of  money, 
goods  or  chattels,  given  or  bequeathed  to  them,  provided  that 
the  clear  yearly  value  or  income  of  the  same  shall  not  exceed 
the  sum  of  five  hundred  pounds. 

Subscribed  by  order  of  the  Geological  Society  of  Penn- 
sylvania. 

John  Bannister  Gibson,  President. 

IV  ®IDDLE»  | Vice-Presidents. 

S.  II.  Long,  * 

P.  A.  Browne,  Cor.  Sec. 

H.  Morrow,  Rec.  Sec. 
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1,  Ellis  Lewis,  Attorney-General  of  the  Commonwealth  of 
of  Pennsylvania,  do  certify,  that  I have  perused  and  exam- 
ined the  within  instrument,  and  that,  in  my  opinion,  the  ob- 
jects, articles  and  conditions  therein  contained,  are  lawful. 
Witness  my  hand  at  Harrisburg,  February  the  2nd,  A.  D. 
1833. 

Ellis  Lewis. 


We,  the  Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  Pennsylvania, 
hereby  certify,  that  we  have  examined  and  perused  the  within 
instrument  of  writing,  and  concur  in  opinion  with  the  Attor- 
ney-General, that  the  objects,  articles  and  conditions  therein 
set  forth  and  contained,  are  lawful.  Witness  our  hands  the 
thirteenth  day  of  March,  Anno  Domini,  1833. 

John  B.  Gibson, 
Molton  C.  Rogers, 
John  Ross, 

Jno.  Kennedy. 


Pennsylvania,  Eastern  District,  ss. 

Be  it  remembered,  that  at  a Supreme  Court  held  at  Phila- 
delphia in  and  for  the  Eastern  District  of  Pennsylvania,  on  the 
thirteenth  day  of  March,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand 
eifht  hundred  and  thirty-three,  before  the  Honourable  John 
B.  Gibson,  Esquire,  Chief  Justice,  and  his  Associate  Justices 
of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania, 
the  within  charter  of  incorporation  was  presented  to  the 
court,  and  duly  allowed  as  therein  set  forth. 

In  witness  whereof  I have  hereunto  set  my 
hand,  and  have  caused  the  seal  of  the 
said  Supreme  Court  to  be  affixed  at 
[ L.  S.  ] Philadelphia,  this  sixteenth  day  of 
March,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  thirty-three. 

Pro  Wm.  Duane,  Pro’thy. 

Stephen  Payran,  Jr. 


6 


Pennsylvania,  ss. 

In  the  name  and  by  the  authority  of  the  Commonwealth  of 

Pennsylvania. 

GEORGE  WOLF,  Governor  of  the 
said  Commonwealth,  to  Samuel 
M’Kean,  Esquire,  Secretary  of 
GEO.  WOLF.  the  said  Commonwealth,  sends 
greeting : 

Whereas,  it  has  been  duly  certified 
to  me  by  Ellis  Lewis,  Esquire, 
[ L.  S.  ] Attorney  General  of  the  said 

Commonwealth,  and  by  John  B. 
Gibson,  Esquire,  Chief  Justice, 
Moiton  C.  Rogers,  John  Ross 
and  John  Kennedy,  Esquires,  Associate  Justices  of  the  Su- 
preme Courts  of  Pennsylvania,  that  they  have  respectively 
perused  and  examined  the  annexed  act  or  instrument  for  the 
incorporation  of  The  Geological  Society  of  Pennsylvania,  and 
that  they  concur  in  opinion,  that  the  objects,  articles  and  con- 
ditions therein  set  forth  and  contained,  are  lawful. 

Now  know  you,  that  in  pursuance  of  an  act  of  the  General 
Assembly,  passed  the  sixth  day  of  April,  in  the  year  of  our 
Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-one,  entitled 
“ An  act  to  confer  on  certain  associations  of  the  citizens  of 
this  Commonwealth,  the  powers  and  immunities  of  corpora- 
tions or  bodies  politic  in  law,”  I have  transmitted  the  said  act, 
or  instrument  of  incorporation  unto  you,  the  said  Samuel 
M’Kean,  Esquire,  hereby  requiring  you  to  enrol  the  same,  at 
the  expense  of  the  applicants,  to  the  intent  that,  according  to 
the  objects,  articles  and  conditions  therein  set  forth  and  con- 
tained, the  parties  may  become  and  be  a corporation  and  body 
politic  in  law  and  in  fact,  to  have  continuance  by  the  name, 
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style  and  title,  in  the  said  instrument  provided  and  de- 
clared. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  the  Great  Seal  of  the 
State,  at  Harrisburg,  this  twenty-sixth  day  of 
March,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  thirty-three,  and  of  the 
Commonwealth  the  fifty-seventh. 

By  the  Governor, 

S.  M’Kean, 

Sec’ry  Com’th. 
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ADOPTED  JANUARY  8th,  1834. 

->»»#««<— 


Article  I. 

Whereas  a number  of  persons  have  associated  for  the 
purpose  of  promoting  and  diffusing  Geological  knowledge, — 

1.  By  collecting,  digesting  and  publishing  for  their  indivi- 
dual use  and  that  of  the  public  at  large,  at  convenient  inter- 
vals, and  by  such  means  as  shall  be  hereafter  determined,  i 
such  new,  interesting  and  useful  facts  and  discoveries  in  Ge-  ; 
ology  as  may  be  acquired  by  their  joint  efforts  : 

2.  By  the  gradual  accumulation  of  the  most  approved  books, 
maps,  specimens,  and  all  such  documents  and  materials  as 
shall  best  elucidate  the  science  in  all  its  parts,  and  to  convey 
the  most  authentic  information  on  subjects  in  any  manner 
connected  with  Geology  and  its  sister  sciences  : 

3.  By  preparing  brief  instructions  for  members  of  this  soci- 
ety, or  others,  who  design  to  visit  distant  parts  of  the  state, 
pointing  out  those  sections  which  are  most  likely  to  reward 
the  geological  inquirer  in  his  researches,  the  phenomena  to  be 
observed,  the  most  desirable  specimens  to  be  procured,  directing 
their  attention  to  the  acquisition  of  such  information  generally 
as  may  tend  to  enlarge  the  sphere  of  our  geological  know- 
ledge : 

4.  By  affording  pecuniary  or  other  assistance  to  such  tra- 
vellers or  surveyors  as  may  require  it,  and  as  the  society  may, 
from  time  to  time,  direct,  in  order  to  facilitate  the  attainment 
of  any -particular  object  of  research  : 

5.  By  corresponding  and  communicating  with  similar  so- 
cieties abroad,  and  with  scientific  individuals  engaged  in  geo- 
logical investigations,  every  where : 
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6.  By  inviting  communications,  either  speculative  or  prac- 
tical, from  members  and  others,  qualified  to  furnish  contribu- 
tions on  subjects  connected  with  the  leading  objects  of  the 
institution ; and 

7.  By  causing  the  formation  of  auxiliary  societies  in  the 
several  counties  of  the  state,  or  by  accepting,  as  such,  the  co- 
operation of  societies  already  established. 

Article  II. 

Wherefore  the  said  persons,  and  all  such  as  shall  hereafter 
become  members  of  this  association,  shall  form  a society 
which  shall  be  hereafter  called  and  known  as  the  Geological 
Society  of  Pennsylvania. 

Article  III. 

The  officers  of  the  society  shall  consist  of  one  President ; one 
Vice-President  for  the  City  of  Philadelphia,  one  Vice-President 
for  the  County  of  Philadelphia,  one  Vice-President  for  each  of 
the  other  counties  of  the  state  in  which  auxiliary  societies  are 
or  shall  be  established,  each  of  whom  shall  be  President  of  the 
society  of  his  respective  county,  and  shall  enjoy  all  the  privi- 
leges of  a member  of  the  parent  institution;  one  Treasurer; 
one  Recording  Secretary ; one  Corresponding  Secretary,  and 
such  other  officers  as  shall  be  provided  for  in  the  bye-laws. 

Article  IV. 

The  officers  of  the  society  shall  be  elected  by  ballot,  on  the 
last  Wednesday  of  January  in  each  year;  provided  always, 
that  if  any  election  shall  not  take  place  on  that  day,  all  the 
officers  of  the  preceding  year  shall  remain  in  office  until  an 
election  shall  take  place  pursuant  to  the  bye-laws. 

Article  V. 

The  times  of  stated  meetings  of  the  society,  amount  of  con- 

2 


tributions  from  members,  and  all  other  matters  relating  to  the 
local  government  of  the  society,  shall  be  determined  by  the 
bye-laws. 

Article  VI. 

No  alteration  or  change  whatsoever  in  this  constitution 
shall  be  valid,  unless  proposed  at  one  close  meeting,  and  acted 
on  at  the  next  subsequent  close  meeting  of  the  society,  and 
adopted  by  a majority  of  three-fourths  of  the  members  present. 
Notice  of  any  proposed  alteration  shall  be  given  in  two  of  the 
daily  papers  of  the  City  of  Philadelphia. 

Article  VII. 

The  foregoing  constitution  shall  be  in  force  from  and  after 
the  eighth  day  of  January,  1834,  when  the  constitution 
adopted  at  the  formation  of  the  society  in  1831,  shall  be,  and 
the  same  is  hereby  cancelled  and  made  of  non-effect. 
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1.  — Stated  Meetings. 

The  stated  open  meetings  of  this  society,  at  which  strangers 
may  be  admitted,  shall  be  held  every  Wednesday  evening  at 
the  society’s  rooms,  unless  otherwise  ordered  by  the  society ; 
except  on  the  last  Wednesday  evening  of  every  month,  when 
there  shall  be  held,  at  the  same  time  and  place,  a close  meet- 
ing, to  which  strangers  shall  not  be  admitted.  At  such  close 
meetings,  all  elections  shall  be  held,  the  pecuniary  affairs  of 
the  society  discussed,  as  well  as  any  other  private  affairs  of 
the  society,  not  of  ascientific  character. 

2.  — Special  Meetings. 

Special  meetings  may  be  called  at  any  time,  at  the  request 
of  three  members,  addressed  in  writing  to  the  recording  secre- 
tary, stating  also  the  proposed  object  of  the  meeting. 

3. — Organization  of  the  Meetings. 

As  soon  as  five  members  shall  be  present,  that  number  shall 
constitute  a quorum.  The  president,  (or  in  his  absence,  one  of 
the  vice-presidents  for  the  city  or  county  of  Philadelphia,  or 
in  their  absence,  a chairman,  to  be  chosen  for  the  occasion, 
and  to  act  during  the  absence  of  the  president  or  vice-presi- 
dents, for  the  evening,)  shall  take  the  chair,  and  call  the  mem- 
bers to  order. 

4. — Presiding  Officer. 

Any  member  present,  who  is  vice-president  of  any  other 
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county,  shall  be  eligible  to  be  chosen  as  chairman,  upon  any 
occasion  when  the  officers  mentioned  in  the  third  bye-law 
shall  not  be  present,  but  shall  not  preside  ex  officio. 

5. — Order  of  Business. 

At  stated  and  adjourned  meetings,  the  following  order  shall 
be  observed  in  the  transaction  of  business  on  public  evenings. 

1.  The  minutes  of  the  preceding  meeting  shall  be  read. 

2.  The  minutes  may  be  corrected  upon  motion  of  a member 
when  seconded. 

3.  Outstanding  committees  shall  be  called  over.  • 

4.  Reports  of  committees  shall  be  read  according  to  their 
priority. 

5.  When  committees  are  not  ready  to  report,  the  chairman 
of  such  committees  shall  give  the  reason  in  writing  to  the 
chair,  if  required. 

C.  Communications  from  members  present  shall  be  read. 

7.  Communications  from  persons  not  present,  and  coming 
from  the  corresponding  secretary,  shall  be  read. 

8.  Donations  shall  be  presented. 

9.  Unfinished  business  may  be  called  up  and  proceeded  in. 

10.  Supplementary  business  may  be  entered  upon,  and  in- 
formation from  the  chair  required. 

11.  The  minutes  of  the  meeting  shall  be  read  and  corrected 
previous  to  adjournment. 

6. — Order  of  Business  at  Special  Meetings. 

At  special  meetings,  after  reading  the  minutes  of  the  pre- 
ceding meeting,  the  members  shall  proceed  to  the  considera- 
tion of  the  especial  business  which  brings  them  together,  and 
no  other  business  shall  be  then  considered,  except  with  the 
consent  of  two-thirds  of  the  members  present. 

7. — Alteration  of  Bve-Laws. 

No  bye-law  shall  be  altered,  repealed  or  enacted,  save  at  a 
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meeting  subsequent  to  that  at  which  notice  to  alter,  repeal  or 
enact  shall  be  given. 

8. 

No  bye-law  shall  be  altered,  repealed  or  enacted,  but  by  a 
vote  of  two-thirds  of  the  members  present. 

9. — Publications. 

No  paper,  communication,  map,  chart,  section  or  original 
document,  belonging  to  this  society,  shall  be  published,  either 
partially  or  fully,  without  the  authority  of  this  society. 

10. — Duties  of  the  Recording  Secretary. 

The  recording  secretaries  shall  take  the  minutes  of  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  society  at  each  meeting,  and  shall  copy  them 
neatly  and  accurately  into  the  society’s  minute-book,  previous 
to  the  next  meeting.  They  shall  also  give  immediate  notice 
to  new  resident  members  of  their  election,  and  shall  advertise 
every  meeting  of  the  society,  in  two  of  the  daily  papers  of  this 
city,  the  day  previous  to  the  evening  of  its  meeting,  if  the 
same  can  be  done  without  expense  to  the  society.  The  busi- 
ness papers  and  minutes  and  minute-book  of  the  proceedings 
of  the  society,  shall  be  in  the  custody  of  these  secretaries,  and 
shall  be  kept  in  the  society’s  rooms,  subject  to  the  inspection 
of  the  members  only. 

11. — Duties  of  the  Corresponding  Secretary. 

The  corresponding  secretary  shall  keep  the  correspondence 
of  the  society  with  persons  not  residing  in  Philadelphia,  and 
shall  lay  before  the  society  at  each  meeting,  a list  of  the  letters 
and  communications  addressed  to  the  society,  with  the  sub- 
jects of  each,  and  which  he  shall  have  received  since  the  last 
meeting,  so  that,  upon  motion  of  any  member,  the  reading  of 
any  particular  letter  or  communication  may,  by  preference, 
be  ordered  by  the  chair.  He  shall  also  give  immediate  notice 
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to  new  non-resident  members  of  their  election.  All  commu- 
nications of  a scientific  character,  that  have  been  presented  to 
the  society  through  this  secretary  shall  be  in  his  custody,  and 
shall  be  kept  in  the  society’s  rooms,  subject  to  the  inspection 
of  the  members  only. 

12. — Duties  of  the  Curators. 

There  shall  be  three  curators  chosen  by  the  society,  by  a 
majority  of  voices,  for  one  year.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the 
curators  to  take  charge  of,  and  preserve,  all  the  mineral  col- 
lections of  the  society,  affixing  a conspicuous  label  to  each 
specimen,  indicating  its  nature,  and  the  locality  it  came  from. 
All  donations  made  to  the  society,  of  geological  or  mineralogi- 
cal  specimens,  shall  be  immediately  delivered  over  to  the 
curators,  to  be  examined,  and  shall  be  entered  in  the  book  of 
donations,  with  the  nature  and  locality  of  the  mineral,  and  the 
name  of  the  donor.  The  curators  shall  have  authority  to  con- 
struct such  cases,  fixtures,  and  other  conveniences  necessary 
to  the  preservation  of  the  society’s  collections,  as  they  may 
deem  proper  and  expedient.  The  order  and  arrangement  of 
the  same  in  the  cabinet  of  the  society  is  also  entrusted  to  them. 
They  shall  also  provide  fuel  and  candles  and  writing  mate- 
rials for  the  use  of  the  society.  The  donation-book  shall  be 
laid  before  the  society  when  called  for  by  any  member. 

13.  — Duties  of  the  Librarian. 

There  shall  be  one  librarian,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  take 
charge  of  all  books,  maps,  charts,  sections  and  similar  docu- 
ments. All  these  objects  shall  be  entered  by  him  in  a cata- 
logue with  their  respective  titles,  and  the  names  of  the  donors, 
where  presents  shall  have  been  made  to  the  society. 

14.  — Duties  of  the  Treasurer. 

The  treasurer  shall  receive  all  subscriptions  and  moneys 
due  to  the  society,  and  shall  pay  from  the  funds  in  his  posses- 
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sion  all  orders  on  account  of  the  society,  which  shall  be  certi- 
fied by  the  presiding  officer  who  was  in  the  chair  when  the 
order  was  made.  He  shall  keep  a regular  account  of  all  the 
moneys  received  and  paid  by  him,  and  annually,  or  oftener  if 
required  by  the  society,  shall  render  to  the  society  an  ac- 
count of  its  funds,  and  the  disbursements  made  by  their  order. 
He  shall  also  deliver  up  to  his  successor,  all  books  and  papers, 
together  with  the  balance  of  cash  belonging  to  the  society. 
And  for  greater  security  to  the  society,  and  satisfaction  to  the 
members,  he  shall  execute  a bond  with  surety,  to  the  presi- 
dent or  vice-presidents  of  the  society,  in  double  the  amount  of 
the  sum  which  he  may  probably  become  entrusted  with  dur- 
ing the  term  for  which  he  may  be  elected. 

15. — Committee  of  Inspection. 

A committee  shall  be  appointed  at  the  close  of  the  year,  to 
inspect  the  papers,  collections,  library,  and  other  property  of 
the  society,  and  shall  audit  the  treasurer’s  accounts,  and  re- 
port to  the  society  at  the  first  meeting  after  the  annual  elec- 
tion, the  general  state  of  the  society’s  affairs. 

16. — Election  of  Officers. 

The  annual  election  of  officers  of  this  society  shall  take 
place  on  the  first  close  meeting  in  every  year,  and  shall  be  by 
ballot ; but  if  no  election  shall  take  place  on  that  day,  the  offi- 
cers of  the  preceding  year  shall  remain  in  office  until  succes- 
sors are  duly  elected.  Any  member  may  nominate  another 
member  of  this  society  for  any  office.  The  names  of  the  can- 
didates shall  be  written  over  the  boxes  into  which  the  balls 
are  to  be  dropped,  and  it  shall  require  a majority  of  the  votes 
given  to  constitute  an  election.  In  case  of  an  intermediate 
vacancy  of  any  office,  it  shall  be  competent  for  any  member 
to  move  that  the  vacancy  be  filled  at  the  next  close  meeting, 
when  the  election  shall  be  conducted  as  at  the  annual  election 
for  officers. 
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17. — Nomination  for  Membership. 

No  person  shall  be  proposed  to  be  elected  as  a member  of 
the  society,  but  on  the  written  recommendation  of  at  least 
three  members,  to  be  delivered  to  the  chair,  at  a close  meeting, 
at  least  a month  before  the  election.  No  person  shall  be  elect- 
ed as  a member  for  whom  the  ballotting  has  been  deferred 
twice,  unless  he  is  again  nominated. 

18. — Ballotting  for  New  Members. 

The  following  shall  be  the  order  of  the  election.  At  the 
close  of  the  evening’s  business,  the  president  shall  announce 
that  a member  or  members  are  about  to  be  ballotted  for,  upon 
which  it  shall  be  competent  for  any  member  to  rise  and  speak 
of  the  character  and  qualifications  of  the  proposed  candidate. 
The  recording  secretary  shall  then  call  the  names  of  the  mem- 
bers present,  in  the  order  they  are  placed  in  the  minutes,  and 
each  member  when  called,  the  ballot-box  being  properly  pre- 
pared, shall  put  in  a ballot.  A white  ball  shall  be  in  favour 
of  the  candidate,  a black  ball  shall  be  against  him ; as  soon  as 
the  ballotting  is  over,  the  box  shall  be  opened  by  the  presiding 
officer,  and  the  state  of  the  poll  declared.  If  one-third  of  the 
members  present  have  put  in  black  balls,  the  candidate  shall 
be  declared  not  elected.  If  more  than  two-thirds  of  the  mem- 
bers present  have  put  in  white  balls,  the  candidate  shall  be 
declared  elected,  and  his  name  enrolled  as  a member  of  the 
Geological  Society  of  Pennsylvania.  It  is  enjoined  upon  the 
members  of  the  society  not  to  mention  the  fact  of  any  candi- 
date’s being  rejected. 

19. — Appointment  of  Committees. 

Committees  shall  be  chosen  by  the  society,  and  no  commit- 
tee shall  consist  of  less  than  three  members.  No  member  of 
the  society  shall  nominate,  or  second,  more  than  one  member 
of  any  committee.  The  first  member  chosen  shall  be  chair- 
man of  the  committee.  The  question  shall  be  put  on  each 


17 


member  separately.  A majority  of  any  committee  shall  be  a 
quorum. 

20. — Discharge  op  Committees. 

It  shall  be  competent  for  the  society,  on  motion  made  and 
seconded,  to  discharge  any  committee  for  causes  shewn,  and 
to  elect  another  committee  in  its  place. 

21. — Reports  of  Committees. 

Reports  of  committees  shall  be  in  writing,  and  shall  be 
signed  by  a majority  of  the  members  agreeing  thereto.  The 
period  of  reporting  shall  be  fixed  by  the  society. 

22. — Committee  of  Publication. 

A committee  shall  be  appointed  who  shall  superintend  the 
publication  of  all  papers  that  shall  be  submitted  to  them  by 
the  society. 

23. — Annual  Contributions. 

Members  shall  pay  to  the  treasurer,  at  the  first  meeting  af- 
ter their  election,  the  sum  of  five  dollars,  besides  an  annual 
contribution  of  five  dollars,  to  be  paid  at  the  expiration  of  the 
year  from  the  date  of  their  election.  No  contribution  or  initi- 
ation fee  shall  be  required  from  non-resident  or  corresponding 
members.  It  shall  be  competent  for  the  society  to  elect  hono- 
rary members,  from  whom  no  contributions  shall  be  required. 
Nevertheless,  any  member  who  shall  pay  into  the  hands  of 
the  treasurer  the  sum  of  thirty  dollars  as  a commutation  for 
life,  shall  not  be  subject  to  any  further  contributions. 

24. — Qualifications  for  Voting. 

No  resident  member  shall  be  permitted  to  vote  at  the  annual 
election,  who  shall  be  in  arrear  for  his  contributions ; and 
where  the  annual  payments  of  any  member  are  three  years  in 
arrear,  it  may  be  in  order  for  any  of  the  members  to  move 
to  strike  out  his  name,  and  such  motion  being  seconded  and 
carried,  his  name  shall  be  stricken  from  the  list. 
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25. — Library. 

Members  who  desire  to  use  any  books  belonging  to  the  so-  , 
ciety,  must  signify  their  wishes  to  the  chair  at  the  close  of  the 
evening’s  business,  when  the  chairman,  at  his  discretion,  will 
direct  the  librarian  to  deliver  one  volume  of  any  particular 
work,  to  be  kept  one  week.  The  permission  to  retain  it  ano- 
ther week  may  be  obtained  if  it  is  not  inexpedient.  The 
librarian  will  take  an  account  of  books  thus  delivered. 

26. — Introduction  of  Visiters. 

Members  shall  have  the  privilege  of  admitting  their  friends 
to  the  society’s  rooms,  to  examine  its  collections.  Visiters 
may  also  be  introduced  by  members,  at  the  society’s  open 
meetings.  They  are  to  be  introduced  to  the  chair,  and  their 
names  mentioned  in  the  minutes. 

27. — Deposits. 

Persons  who  deposit  any  fossils,  minerals,  subjects  of  com- 
parative anatomy,  books,  maps,  charts,  or  any  other  objects  of 
value  in  the  cabinet  of  this  society,  shall  have  a receipt  for  the 
same  from  the  curators.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  curators 
to  keep  them  under  lock  and  key,  and  to  permit  no  person  to 
take  any  object  whatever  from  the  society’s  rooms,  which  Las 
been  deposited,  except  upon  an  order  in  writing  from  the  pro- 
prietor of  such  object. 

28. — Professorships. 

It  shall  be  competent  to  the  society  to  institute  chairs  of 
professorships  on  subjects  connected  with  geology. 

29. — Expulsion  of  Members. 

If  any  member  be  charged  with  dishonourable  conduct,  and 
shall  be  found  guilty  by  the  society,  he  shall  be  expelled, 
three-fourths  of  the  members  voting  for  his  expulsion. 

30. — Seal. 

The  society  shall  have  a seal  with  an  appropriate  device. 
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— *>••*<«— 

1. 

No  debate  shall  be  allowed  but  on  motion  made  and  second- 
ed. Motions  shall  be  reduced  to  writing  by  members  making 
them,  if  required  by  the  chair  or  by  any  member. 

2. 

When  a member  speaks,  he  shall  stand  up  and  address  the 
chair. 

3. 

The  chairman  alone  shall  call  a member  to  order  for  devi- 
ating from  the  subject  under  discussion.  The  member  shall 
be  seated  while  the  chairman  addresses  him.  The  member 
may  appeal  to  the  society,  and  the  decision  must  be  made 
without  debate. 

4. 

No  member  shall  speak  more  than  twice  on  the  same  ques- 
tion, without  obtaining  leave  from  the  society. 

5. 

While  a motion  is  under  debate,  no  other  motion  shall  be 
entertained,  except  to  divide,  amend,  postpone,  or  adjourn  the 
question. 

6. 

A reconsideration  of  a vote  may  be  had,  on  motion  made  and 
seconded,  provided  the  members  requesting  a reconsideration 
voted  in  the  first  instance  in  the  majority. 

7. 

Motions  to  adjourn  shall  have  preference  over  all  business, 
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when  seconded,  and  shall  be  decided  without  debate;  the 
minutes  being  read  previous  to  the  separation  of  the  members. 

8. 

No  motion  under  discussion  shall  be  withdrawn,  without  the 
consent  of  a majority  of  the  members  present. 

9. 

The  presiding  member  shall  not  vote  except  in  the  case  of  a 
tie  or  equality  of  votes,  or  where  the  vote  is  taken  by  ballot. 

10. 

Members  who  intend  to  address  the  society  on  scientific 
subjects,  shall,  as  soon  as  the  order  of  business  is  over,  express 
their  intention  to  do  so,  to  the  chair,  stating  the  nature  of  the 
subject  they  intend  to  bring  under  the  consideration  of  the 
society. 

11. 

It  shall  be  in  order  for  any  member,  when  the  society  has 
been  so  addressed,  to  answer  any  addressing  member  as  soon 
as  he  has  finished. 

12. 

Visiters  may  be  allowed  to  address  the  society,  at  the  in- 
stance of  the  presiding  member. 
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